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MONDAY IN
THE NEWS:
Local robotics teams
take part in strategy

workshop

By TYLER WINOWIECKI
News Staff Writer

ATLANTA — Nancy Lunn pleaded no
contest on Friday to criminal charges in-
volving the automobile accident taht re-
sulted in the death of State Rep. Peter
Pettalia.
The case stems from a Sept. 12, 2 16,

motor vehicle accident in which Lunn, driv-
ing a Ford Ranger, turned right onto M-33
heading south from County Road 612 where
she collided with the motorcycle driven by
Pettalia who also was heading south on M-
33. Pettalia was said to been have wearing a
helmet at the time of the accident.
Deputies from the Montmorency County

Sheriff Department and Michigan State Po-
lice troopers responded to the accident
where they initially questioned, but did not
arrest Lunn.
Represented by attorney Ron Bayot, Lunn

entered the plea of no contest to the charge
of committing a moving violation causing
death.
Using the incident reports from the sher-

iff’s department andMSP, Judge Ben Bolser
established the factual basis for the plea.
Having pleaded no contest, Lunn shielded

her plea from being used in any potential
civil cases stemming from this accident. Fol-
lowing the plea Bayot told the court Lunn,
“accepted responsibility and is deeply re-
morseful.”
Bolser referred Lunn to the court’s pro-

bation officer for a pre-sentence investiga-
tion before being scheduling a date for
sentencing. Punishment for the crime can be
imprisonment for no more than 93 days or a
fine of not more than $5  , or both.
Lunn’s bond was continued and the date

for her sentencing had not been scheduled.
Tyler Winowiecki can be reached via email

at twinowiecki@thealpenanews.com or by
phone at 35 -56  . Follow Tyler on Twitter
tw_alpenanews. Read his blog, Just a
Thought ... at www.thealpenanews.com.

Woman
involved in
Pettalia
death pleads
no contest

News Photo by Jordan Spence
Matthew Arlt, who is visiting from Florida, braves the cold temperature to
shoot hoops Friday at Bay View Park in Alpena.

It’s no probl m
FORT LAUDERDALE,

Fla. (AP)— An Army veteran
who complained that the gov-
ernment was controlling his
mind drew a gun from his
checked luggage on arrival at
the Fort Lauderdale airport and
opened fire in the baggage
claim area Friday, killing five
people and wounding eight,
authorities said.
He was taken into custody

after throwing his empty
weapon down and lying
spread-eagle on the ground,
one witness said.
“People started kind of

screaming and trying to get out
of any door they could or hide
under the chairs,” the witness,
Mark Lea, told MSNBC. “He
just kind of continued coming in,

just randomly shooting at peo-
ple, no rhyme or reason to it.”
The gunman was identified

as 26-year-old Esteban Santi-
ago of Anchorage, Alaska,
who served in Iraq with the
National Guard but was de-
moted and discharged last year
for unsatisfactory performance.
His brother said he had been
receiving psychological treat-
ment recently.
A law enforcement official

told The Associated Press that
Santiago had walked into the
FBI office in Anchorage in No-
vember to say that the U.S.
government was controlling
his mind and making him
watch Islamic State videos.
Agents questioned an agi-

tated and disjointed-sounding

Santiago and then called po-
lice, who took him for a mental
health evaluation, according to
the official, who was not au-
thorized to discuss the case and
spoke on condition of
anonymity. The official said
Santiago did not appear intent
on hurting anyone.
Authorities said the motive

for the attack was under inves-
tigation. Shortly after the
shooting, and before details of
Santiago’s mental health be-
came public, Sen. Bill Nelson
of Florida said that it remained
to be seen whether it was ter-
rorism or the work of “some-
one who is mentally
deranged.”

US veteran arrested in airport
shooting; 5 dead, 8 wounded

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Russian President Vladimir
Putin ordered a hidden cam-
paign to influence America’s
presidential election in favor of
Donald Trump over Hillary
Clinton, U.S. intelligence
agencies declared Friday in the
government’s first formal alle-
gation supporting sensational
claims that Trump and his sup-
porters have staunchly resisted.
The intelligence report, an

unclassified version of a more-
detailed classified account
given earlier to Trump, the
White House and congres-
sional leaders, withheld the
government’s evidence to back
up its assertions.

Trump, in a brief interview
with The Associated Press,
said he “learned a lot” from his
discussions with intelligence
officials, but declined to say
whether he accepted their as-
sertion that Russia had med-
dled in the election on his
behalf.
“It was a really great meet-

ing, I really like those people a
lot,” said Trump, who has chal-
lenged the intelligence com-
munity since winning the
election. “I learned a lot and I
think they did also.”
Trump would not detail

what evidence he was pre-
sented with, saying only that he
learned “a lot of confidential

things.” Because Trump is not
yet president, he is legally con-
strained from revealing classi-
fied information.
In an earlier written state-

ment, Trump said it was clear
Russian email hacking did not
deliver him the presidency.
The unclassified version of

the intelligence report was the
most detailed public account to
date of Russian efforts to inter-
fere with the U.S. political
process, with actions that in-
cluded hacking into the email
accounts of the Democratic
National Committee and indi-
vidual Democrats like Hillary

US report: Putin ordered effort
to help Trump, hurt Clinton

Shooting, see pa e 2A
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News Photo by Steve Schulwitz 
Alpena Community College media instruction development technician Gary Hollingsworth tinkers with some of the technology 
in the college’s new mobile cockpit. The van will be used for training and testing of unmanned aircraft systems. It was acquired 
thanks to a grant from the State of Michigan. 

ACC receives van for drones 
By JOR AN SPENCE

News Staff Writer 
ALPENA — Not all work needs to be 

done in a classroom. 
This is the concept behind the new Un-

manned Aerial System Mobile Command 
Unit at Alpena Community College. 
The large van was delivered to the college 

Friday and is equipped with computers, 
iPads, and other technological systems to 
help with the use of drones. 
“It’s to support drone testing and train-

ing,” college President Dr. Don MacMaster 
said. “It’s a great day at the college. Our 
footprint will be forward with the evolution 
in drone usage.” 
Trade Adjustment Assistance Commu-

nity College and Career Training Grant Di-

rector Dawn Stone said she’s excited for stu-
dents to use it. 
“It will help us take students into the field 

and apply their knowledge,” she said. 
The van is part of a larger drone program 

the college started for the spring semester. 
The college will have a non-credit class to 
prepare students to take the drone pilot test. 
A drone is an unmanned aerial vehicle 

often used to take photos or video. 
In order for people to use drones for busi-

ness purposes, they must be a licensed drone 
pilot. Stone said officials hope students in a 
variety of career fields can use the new pro-
gram and mobile unit to their advantage. 
“Because of the capabilities of the van, 

the students won’t have to worry about 
drone battery life,” she said. “We can also 

have a lot more students out training.” 
She said utility students go out in the van 

and use it to inspect utility lines. Global in-
formation systems students can take the data 
recorded by the drone and build topograph-
ical maps, in the van, Stone said. 
“We’ll have 16 utility students trying out 

the van soon,” she said. 
ACC media technician Gary 

Hollingsworth described how the vehicle is 
set up. 
“We have ways for electronics to be 

plugged into a wall to build power from,” he 
said. “There are banks for batteries to 
charge. There’s a backup generator, a bank 
of computers for executing missions and 
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Clinton’s campaign
chairman John Podesta.
Russia also used state-
funded propaganda and paid
“trolls” to make nasty com-
ments on social media serv-
ices, the report said. There
was no suggestion that Rus-
sia affected actual vote
counting or tampered with
ballot machines. President
Barack Obama requested

the report last month and
wanted it completed before
inauguration day.
The report, for the first

time, explicitly tied Putin to
the hackings, called it the
“boldest effort yet” to influ-
ence a U.S. election, and
said the Russian govern-
ment provided emails to
WikiLeaks — something
the website’s founder, Ju-

lian Assange, has repeatedly
denied. The intelligence
agencies also said Russia
will continue to try to influ-
ence future events in the
U.S. and worldwide, partic-
ularly among U.S. allies.
Since Election Day, the

intelligence agencies said,
Russia has launched a
“spear-fishing” campaign to
try to trick people into re-
vealing their email pass-
words, targeting U.S.
government employees and
think tanks that specialize in
national security, defense
and foreign policy.
The report lacked details

about how the U.S. learned
what it said it knows, such
as any intercepted conversa-
tions or electronic messages

among Russian leaders, in-
cluding Putin, or about spe-
cific hacker techniques or
digital tools the U.S. may
have traced back to Russia
in its investigations.
Exactly how the U.S.

monitors its adversaries in
cyberspace is a closely
guarded secret, since re-
vealing such details could
help foreign governments
further obscure their activi-
ties.
The unclassified version

included footnotes ac-
knowledging that it “does
not include the full support-
ing information on key ele-
ments of the influence
campaign.” It said its con-
clusions were identical to
the classified version, which
was more detailed.
The unclassified report

said the Russian effort was
both political and personal.
“Russia’s goals were to

undermine public faith in
the U.S. democratic
process, denigrate Secretary
Clinton and harm her elec-
tability and potential presi-
dency,” it said. “We further
assess Putin and the Russian
government developed a
clear preference for Presi-
dent-elect Trump.”
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Keeping up with today’s technology to ensure we have 
the area’s most advanced and modern equipment to 

repair your vehicle to exact factory specs
GUARANTEED!

3456 US 23 South • Alpena
(989) 356-4778 • www.cadarettecollision.com

PUTYOUR TRUSTIN US!

Your Thought
for the Day...

“Yo u r w o rd isa
la m p to  m y feet
a n d  a  ligh t to  m y
pa th .”

Psa lm  119:105

SANFORD
LEROY
LINDLE
Sanford Leroy

Lindle, 76, of
Alpena passed
away on Thursday,
Jan. 5, 2 17, at
MidMichigan Med-
ical Center-Alpena.

Sanford was
born on Jan. 23,
194 , in South Haven,
Mich., to the late Bert and
Madelyn (Parksey) Lindle.
On June 8, 1967, he married
Jeanne Leitch. He owned
and operated Lindle Exca-
vating and most recently
Lindle Lures and Crafts. He
enjoyed fishing and camp-
ing.

Surviving are his wife,

Jeanne; two chil-
dren, Phillip
(Vickie) Lindle,
Robert Lindle;
seven grandchil-
dren; and 12 great-
grandchildren.
Mr. Lindle was pre-
ceded in death by
his infant sister,
Donna; and sister,
Yvonne Wooster.

Visitation will take place
at the Bannan Funeral Home
on Sunday from 2-8 p.m. and
continue Monday from 1 
a.m. until time of the funeral
service at 11 a.m. with Rev.
Arthur Fournier officiating.

Interment: Evergreen
Cemetery

Memorials: Huron Hu-
mane Society

BUZA, Sandra Marie, 63 of Alpena, died on Thursday,
Jan. 5, 2 17, surrounded by family members at MidMichigan
Medical Center-Alpena.

She is survived by four children, Aaron (Kari) of Alpena,
Mary Buza of Gurnee, Ill., Jennifer Buza of Big Rapids,
Matthew (Jennifer) of Petoskey; seven grandchildren, Court-
land, Chloe, Zachary, Regan, Haley, Zoe, Olivia; her mother,
Helen Kendziorski of Alpena; two sisters, Karen (Wayne)
McWilliams of Alpena, Lynn Kendziorski of Georgia; a
brother, Daniel Kendziorski of Oscoda.

She is at McWilliams Funeral Home – Alpena where
friends may call on Friday, Jan. 13, 2 17, from 2-8 p.m. and
on Saturday, Jan. 14, 2 17, at the funeral home from 1 :
a.m. until the time of the Celebration of Life Service at 11
a.m. Inurnment will be at Holy Cross Cemetery in the spring.
Online condolences may be registered at www.lifesto-
rynet.com.

A complete obituary will be in a future edition of The
News.

DARGA, Nicholas Anthony, 38, of Hawks died at home
on Jan. 5, 2 17.

He is survived by his wife, Jessica; seven children, Dono-
van Cummings, Charity Nolff, Ryan Darga, Dylan Valentine,
Samantha Darga, Amber Darga and Skylar Darga; mother,
Ann (Allen) Egenriether; two sisters, Kari (Nathan) Benton
and Katherine (Greg Stone) Brown; a brother, Justin Egenri-
ether; an uncle and several nieces and nephews.

Friends may visit at the Beck Funeral Home Tuesday, Jan.
1 , from 4 until 8 p.m. Visitation will resume at the Rogers
City Baptist Church on Wednesday from 1 a.m. through
time of his memorial service at 11 a.m. with Pastor David
Rogers officiating.

Online condolences may be addressed through www.beck-
funeralhome.org.

BARSEN, Trudy Lynn, 68, of Alpena died Wednesday,
Jan. 4, 2 17 at MidMichigan Medical Center-Alpena.

She is survived by a sister, Kay (Len) Sleeper of Tulsa,
Okla.; a brother, Gerald (Sue) Barsen of Hillman; and many
nieces and nephews.

She has been taken for cremation by McWilliams Funeral
Home – Alpena. A graveside inurnment will be held in the
spring of 2 17. Online condolences may be registered at
www.mcwilliamsfh.com.

BROW, Laura G., 83, of Alpena, died Tuesday, Jan. 3,
2 17 at MidMichigan Medical Center-Alpena.

She is survived by two sons, Phillip of Hubbard Lake,
Merrick (Sandy) of Idaho Falls, Idaho, and a sister, Maxine
Gagnon of Alpena.

She is at McWilliams Funeral Home – Alpena where
friends may call on Saturday, Jan. 14, 2 17, from 2 p.m. until
the time of the funeral service at 4 p.m. Interment will be
Monday, Jan. 16, 2 17, at 3 p.m. at Evergreen Cemetery.
Online condolences may be registered at
www.mcwilliamsfh.com.

A complete obituary will be in a future edition of The
News.

MIDMICHIGAN MEDICAL CENTER-ALPENA
ADMITTED FRIDAY

Gloria J. Richards, Alpena
Erin I Felax, Alpena

Joel and Bridget Hollinshead of Alpena are the parents of
a son, Myles Jeffrey, born Jan. 4, 2 17. Grandparents are
Robin and Joe Sauve, and RonMorley, all of Alpena, and Jeff
and Shelley Hollinshead of Midland.

Nora Pizzino and Mario Herrera of Alpena are the parents
of a son, Raymond Omar Pizzino-Herrera. Grandparents are
Raymond and Beverly Pizzino of Bellaire, and Penny Borean
and Jeff Baxendale of Westland.

One witness said the at-
tacker gunned down his vic-
tims without a word and
kept shooting until he ran
out of ammunition for his
handgun, sending panicked
travelers running out of the
terminal and spilling onto
the tarmac, baggage in
hand.
Others hid in bathroom

stalls or crouched behind
cars or anything else they
could find as police and
paramedics rushed in to
help the wounded and es-
tablish whether there were
any other gunmen.
Bruce Hugon, who had

flown in from Indianapolis

for a vacation, was at the
baggage carousel when he
heard four or five pops and
saw everyone drop down on
the ground. He said a woman
next to him tried to get up
and was shot in the head.
“The guy must have been

standing over me at one
point. I could smell the gun-
powder,” he said. “I thought
I was about to feel a pierc-
ing pain or nothing at all be-
cause I would have been
dead.”
It is legal for airline pas-

sengers to travel with guns
and ammunition as long as
the firearms are put in a
checked bag— not a carry-

on— and are unloaded and
locked in a hard-sided con-
tainer. Guns must be de-
clared to the airline at
check-in.
Santiago arrived in Fort

Lauderdale after taking off
from Anchorage aboard a
Delta flight Thursday night,
checking only one piece of
luggage — his gun, said
Jesse Davis, police chief at
the Anchorage airport.
At Fort Lauderdale,

“after he claimed his bag, he
went into the bathroom and
loaded the gun and started
shooting. We don’t know
why,” said Chip LaMarca, a
Broward County commis-

sioner who was briefed by
investigators.
The bloodshed is likely to

raise questions of whether
aviation safety officials
need to change the rules.
The attack also exposed

another weak point in air-
port security: While travel-
ers have to take off their
shoes, put their carry-on
luggage through X-ray ma-
chines and pass through
metal detectors to reach the
gates, many other sections
of airports, such as ticket
counters and baggage claim
areas, are more lightly se-
cured and more vulnerable
to attack.

ATLANTA (AP) — A
winter storm stalking the
South disrupted a new gov-
ernor’s inaugural cere-
monies in North Carolina,
triggered hundreds of
fender benders in Ten-
nessee and led shoppers to
empty out shelves of bread
and milk.
Road workers manning

12-hour shifts rushed to
pre-treat roads as states of
emergency were declared
in Alabama, Georgia and
the Carolinas as the storm
closed in amid threats of
snow, sleet, freezing rain
and gusting winds.
Winter storm warnings

were issued for parts of Al-
abama and Georgia, includ-
ing Atlanta, and into the
Carolinas and part of Vir-
ginia. Schools canceled
classes in several states.
Officials warned that their
Southern cities, with far
fewer snowplows than up
north, could grind to a halt
with even a thin coat of ice
or snow.
The winter mess was

blamed for hundreds of
fender benders and other

non-injury crashes, some
involving school buses, on
Nashville roads coated by
1 to 2 inches of snow early
Friday. Nashville’s city
school district ordered
classes to start as schedule
but had to hastily call early
dismissals as police reports
of non-injury crashes mul-
tiplied. All students were
later transported safely
home.
“We apologize,”

Nashville Schools Chief
Operating Officer Chris
Henson said. “We realize
that it’s been very frustrat-
ing for everyone. And the
timing was very unfortu-
nate, as far as the weather
change.”
In North Carolina, the

storm threat sent incoming
Democratic Gov. Roy
Cooper and his invitees
scrambling to the Execu-
tive Mansion ballroom for
an abridged swearing-in
ceremony Friday. A larger
outdoor ceremony Satur-
day organized for thou-
sands had to be scrapped.
“Consider yourselves the

chosen few,” Cooper jok-

ingly told family, friends
and well-wishers after his
2 -minute oath-taking.
Lauren Rathbone, man-

ager of a Public Hardware
store in Durham, North
Carolina, estimated the
store sold nearly 7 tons of
ice melt in 5 - and 1 -
pound bags, along with
hundreds of sleds and
shovels. Describing the
mood of customers, she
said: “Up until about 1 
o’clock: Happy, excited,
and ‘at least I got my stuff.’
After 1 o’clock: ‘Why the
hell ain’t you got any-
thing?’”
In Atlanta, where mem-

ories of a catastrophic
snow and ice storm in
2 14 are still fresh, city
leaders pleaded with mo-

torists not to venture out
onto slick highways. The
earlier storm brought traf-
fic to a standstill on metro
Atlanta freeways, and of-
fice workers were forced to
spend the night in their cars
in gridlock. Atlanta Mayor
Kasim Reed organized
early dismissals Friday to
avoid a repeat of the 2 14
traffic jam.
At Hartsfield-Jackson

Atlanta International Air-
port, the world’s busiest
airport, Delta Air Lines on
Friday announced that 35 
flights had been canceled
ahead of the storm. “We
never close,” airport
spokesman Reese Mc-
Cranie said. “This is some-
thing we train for
throughout the entire year.”

South storm Fender
benders, food runs,
disrupted inaugural

AP Photo
Tobie Shramek spreads salt on an icy sidewalk in Jack-
son, Miss., Friday.

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

  

 
 

Drones, 
Continued from Page 1A 
drone operation.” 
He said a mission is when 

there are set travel points, 
set by a computer for a 
drone to travel to. The 
drone then must take a pic-
ture at each point to build a 
map. 
He said the van also is 

equipped with video editing 
software to compile and edit 
data. 
All the equipment and 

van cost $15 ,    and was 
funded by the Community 
College Skilled Trades 
Equipment Program, Stone 
said. It was a custom build 
created by LDV out of Wis-
consin, she said. 
To help provide more re-

search and development on 
drones, ACC partnered with 
the Northern Michigan Un-
manned Aerial Systems 
Consortium. 
Consortium CEO Jim 

Makowske said this new 
mobile unit will give them a 
competitive advantage. 
“We do a lot of testing of 

drones,” he said. “What 
we’re trying to do is reach 
out to companies to test 
drones or sensors and de-
velop software.” 
He said it will be another 

way to attract more people 
to Alpena. 
“It’s a competitive envi-

ronment,” he said. “We’ve 
got good airspace here to try 
these kinds of things. This 
is an exciting addition.” 

Jordan Spence can be 
reached via email at 
jspence@thealpenanews.co 
m or by phone at 35 -56 7. 

mailto:jspence@thealpenanews.co



