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Omega Electric & Sign Company, Inc. Awarded 
2019 Michigan Top 50 Companies to Watch

	


















	 Ryan Fairchild, a 2001 ACC 
graduate, earned his Associate in 
Electrical Maintenance. He further 
distinguished himself by earning 
a master electrician license and 
electrical contractor license. In 2006 
Ryan put his ACC education to work 
when he decided to start his own business, Omega Electric. 
Late nights, weekends, and hard work are just a few of the 
things that helped Ryan grow his business from the humble 
beginnings of operating out of his garage to having 22 
employees today. “I’m just a north-side boy, we didn’t have 
much growing up,” Ryan said. “I didn’t thrive in the traditional 
education system, but while attending ACES Academy, they 
let me take classes at ACC like drafting and electrical wiring 
classes, and that got me excited.”  

	 Looking back to how his career started, Ryan attributes his 
interest and success in the electrical industry to ACC faculty 
member Todd Artley. When Artley moved from adjunct 
faculty to full-time at ACC, he recruited Ryan to take his 
place teaching in the program that provided the foundation 

for his success. Ryan will begin his 15th year teaching classes 
such as AC and DC Fundamentals and National Electrical 
Code Applications.

	 While Ryan embraced the risks of a startup business, his 
wife Rhea, a 1998 ACC graduate, provided stability for 
their family with her job in materials management at Alpena 

Regional Medical Center. Accepting 
a job at the hospital while she was 
a student at ACC, she worked there 
for 18 years. “I don’t remember a 
lot about the time period when we 
started Omega Electric, it is all kind 
of a blur,” said Rhea. “We had two 
young children, and I just did what 
I needed to support my husband.” 
As their business continued to grow, 
Rhea decided to shift her focus. A 
few years ago she left her job at the 
hospital and now manages the 
business alongside Ryan. Their sons 
Griffin, age 16, and Alec, age 13, 
also occasionally put in a few hours, 
truly making it a family business.

Over the last five years, the 
Fairchild’s business has doubled in size, currently employing 
19 full-time and three part-time staff. Although the business 
started out as a state licensed and insured electrical contractor 
providing commercial, industrial and residential services, 
they have broadened their scope of service significantly. 

	








Omega Electric & Sign Company, Inc. 
owners Ryan and Rhea Fairchild.



CAROL
PUTKAMER 
has worked as an 
instructor in ACC’s 
Medical Assistant 
program for the past 
20 years. There is 
no doubt that she 

has seen several advancements in the 
industry. When asked what she plans to 
do after retirement, Carol responded, 
“Garden, swim and sleep in!” 

BARBARA
SZCZESNIAK 
joined ACC in 2009 as the 
Executive Assistant for the ACC 
Foundation. Three years later 
she added the responsibilities 
of Secretary to the President. 
She has been a valuable asset 

to both the College and the Foundation for the past 
10 years. True to Barb’s need to stay busy, when 
asked what she planned to do after retirement Barb 
responded, “Find a job!”

	 	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

President's Message
In his 1989 bestseller, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, groundbreaking business 

author Stephen Covey distilled a set of principles as foundational to personal and group 
effectiveness, namely:

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 As we progress toward a fall 2019 groundbreaking on the Van Lare Hall renovation 
project, it occurred to me recently that Covey’s principles apply to the $8.7 million Healthy Futures Start Here capital 
campaign. In October 2016, for example, we began with the end in mind — a concept that would create expanded space 
and modern simulation technology for our Nursing program along with much-needed upgrades of Van Lare Hall, ACC’s 
legacy building on campus — that we presented to the Joint Capital Outlay Subcommittee (JCOS) of the Michigan 
legislature. Proactive lobbying with members of the JCOS was rewarded in May 2018 when ACC’s project was included 
as a $3.35 million line item in an appropriations bill signed by Michigan Governor Rick Snyder.

	






	






	 Thank you for your continued support of Alpena Community College.

Dr. Don MacMaster
ACC President

HAPPY RETIREMENT! 
As the 2018-19 academic year ends, the ACC Foundation sends best wishes for an
enjoyable retirement to four Alpena Community College faculty and staff members
who have collectively provided 92 years of educational service to students at ACC.

BEST
WISHES!



ACC Endowed Teaching Chair Award Announced
	






	





	









 

Chair project that centers around geological and geographical 
research. For three weeks in June 2019 both instructors 
participated in an archaeological research study at and 
around the buried Bronze Age city of Gournia, on the island 
of Crete in Greece and on the island of Chrissi along the 
southern shore of Crete. They teamed up with Dr. Floyd 
McCoy, a staff researcher at INSTAP Study Center for East 
Crete, and Geology, Geophysics and Oceanography professor 
at the University of Hawaii. Together, they created GIS 
mapping of the topography of three arch sites as they were in 
the Bronze Age, along with field and lab work at the Gournia 

archaeology site and coastal cliffs 
stratagraphic analysis.

	







ACC Instructor James Berles
collecting GPS data in Greece.

ACC Instructor Matthew Dunckel
collecting GPS data in Greece.

The GIS topical map of the Late Bronze Age
city of Gournia in Greece.

LAURIE
WADE 
has shared her 
knowledge of the 
arts with students 
for the past 28 
years as a Fine 
Arts faculty 

member. She has taught courses such 
as Design, Ceramics, Sculpture, 
Photography and Computer 
Generated Images. 

MARLENE
VANDERWYST 
retired after 34 years of working at 
ACC. She began her journey doing 
word processing in the late 1980’s. 
She spent some time working in the 
Registrar’s office and most recently 
spent her days as an administrative 

assistant to the Director of Financial Aid and the Athletics 
Director. When asked what she plans to do after retire-
ment Marlene responded, “Spend more time with my 
grandchildren and travel the USA and abroad.”

BEST
WISHES!



Visit www.alpenacc.edu to access information about 
programs, admissions and campus events. Or sign 
up to receive the ACC Foundation’s new electronic 
newsletter delivered to your inbox. Simply send your 
contact info to hermanb@alpenacc.edu with subject 
line: Newsletter Subscribe.

KEEP UP 
WITH ACC 

ONLINE

ACC Announces 2019
Fellow of the College

	




	






	











	





James Dutcher was 
selected as ACC's 2019 
Fellow of the College. 
Dutcher was the ACC 
Athletic Director and 
head basketball coach 

from 1958 to 1966.

ACC FELLOWS
1972 	 Frank J. Kelley & 
	 Philip L. Richards
1973 	 O.B. Eustis & Carola Cohn
1974 	 Harry H. Whiteley & 
	 Dr. Russell H. Wilson
1975 	 Isadore Isackson
1976 	 Maynard “Tewey” Cohen
1988 	 Howard Spencer & 
	 Lucas Pfeiffenberger
1989 	 James C. Park & 
	 Dr. Dale Parnell
1990 	 Agnes Filpus & 
	 C. Don Hinman
1991 	 Melvin Matchett & 
	 David Zeller
1992 	 Stephen H. Fletcher & 
	 John R. Milroy
1993 	 Robert M. Granum & 
	 Robert Green
1994 	 James Arbuckle
1995 	 David R. Pierce, Judi 
	 Stillion & Robert J. Parks
1996 	 David B. Usher
1998 	 Rosella H. Neumann & 
	 Beverly A. Bodem
1999 	 Russell A. Townsend, Jr.
2000 	 Robert C. Rohn
2001 	 Dennis E. Doubek
2002 	 Dr. George R. Boggs & 	
	 Maridieth K. Summers, Jr.
2003 	 Janet Pfeiffenberger
2004 	 Christopher McCoy
2005 	 Gary Dawley
2006 	 William Harris
2007 	 Greg Winter
2008 	 Bruce “Red” Crittenden
2009 	 Jim and Cary Rapin
2010 	 Dave Dziubinski
2011 	 Bill and Diane Speer
2012 	 Ann Burton
2013 	 Jefferson Gray
2014 	 Kevin Curtis
2015 	 Craig A. Kus
2016 	 George and 
	 Dorothy LaFleche
2017 	 Joyce E. McCoy
2018 	 Ronald W. Winter



It Always Seems
Impossible
Until It's Done
What if all you had to do to ensure that Alpena Community 
College can continue to better lives and communities for 
years to come is to write a simple sentence? Sound 
impossible?

Ensuring the future of ACC is really as simple as writing 
one sentence. By including a gift to ACC in your will, you 
can support future students and programs, leaving a legacy 
that enriches lives for years to come.

If you are interested in speaking with someone about leaving 
a gift in your will to ACC, please contact ACC Foundation 
Executive Director Brenda Herman at 989.358.7297 or 
hermanb@alpenacc.edu. We are happy to work with you 
to create a meaningful gift that makes a difference for our 
students.

Join the Anna and Jesse Besser
Legacy Society

To make a planned gift to Alpena Community 
College, simply customize the below paragraph and 
add it to your will:

I give to the Alpena Community College Foundation, 
a Michigan not-for-profit corporation located in 
Alpena, Michigan, (choose one)

•	 ____% of my estate or the sum of $_____________.
		  OR
•	 The following described property: _____________.
		  OR
• All the rest, residue and remainder of my estate
 to be used where it is needed most.

	






	





	 Keith met his wife, Joyce, when they both worked at Lawyers Title Insurance 
Company located in downtown Detroit. Shortly after Keith graduated from law school, they got married and he moved Joyce to 
his hometown of Alpena. Keith has been an active practicing attorney for 51 years and is currently a senior member of the law 
firm Isackson, Wallace and Pfeifer. 

	






	


Do you know someone deserving of ACC’s Distinguished Graduate Award? We welcome your suggestions! Send your nominee’s 
name and a brief description of their accomplishments to hermanb@alpenacc.edu with subject line “Distinguished Graduate.”

Keith Wallace Named 2019 
Distinguished Graduate

Alumnus Keith Wallace was presented the 
2019 Distinguished Graduate Award by ACC 

Foundation Executive Director Brenda Herman 
and ACC President Dr. Don MacMaster.
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Student Collaboration Across Programs
	


	




	








	








Students from four ACC programs joined forces
to build a plastic shredder and extruder.




