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ACC works to perfect drone program for future students 

i 

by Jenny Haglund 
OSCODA - Staff at Alpena 

Community College (ACC) are 
pushing ahead in their efforts to 
expand lessons on unmanned ae­
rial systems (UAS), commonly 
known as drones. 

To prepare themselves for what 
lies ahead, three ACC employees 
recently passed the Federal Avi­
ation Administration (FAA)-ap­
proved drone pilot certification 
test at Kalitta Air in Oscoda. 

Those who attained this goal 
are utility technology instruc­
tor Roy Smith, media technician 
and UAS assistant Gary Holling­
sworth and Michigan Occupa­
tional Safety and Health Adminis­
tration grant director Dana Labar. 

ACC President Don MacMaster 
stated that passing the test is a sig­
nificant accomplishment, which 
was seconded by Dawn Stone, 
ACC director of the Trade Adjust­
ment Assistance Community Col­
lege Career Training (TAACCCT) 
grant program. 

According to Stone, the FAA 
issued new rules, known as Part 
107, last year for commercial UAS 

operations . These rules dictate 
what a drone pilot needs to know 
and adhere to in order to fly com­
mercially. 

In other words, one must be 
certified in order to use drones for 
commercial purposes, such as in 
the real estate, linework, photog­
raphy, agriculture and other busi­
nesses which utilize the camera 
and recording functions of drones. 

She shared that, in addition to 
the ACC staff, a student has also 
earned the FAA UAS pilot certi­
fication from the Kalitta Air test 
site, as have three others. This is 
significant,since only a handful of 
people each year are able to do so, 
but seven have already achieved 
the goal this year. 

Stone explained that the exams 
must be delivered at an official 
FAA test site and Kalitta Air fits 
the bill. She said this is unique 
to the community, since the next 
closest test sites are in Midland 
and Traverse City. 

Stone said the person who de­
veloped the curriculum to prepare 
the graduates for their recent exam 
success was Brian Dawson, UAS 

instructor and licensed UAS pilot. 
Hollingsworth referred to Daw­

son as an encyclopedia of aero­
nautics, saying he was an excellent 
res.ource in preparing him for the 
certification process. 

Hollingsworth said it was a 
very rigorous test, which called 
for a lot of studying, and that it 
stretched his boundaries in terms 
of growing his knowledge in the 
field. 

While ACC does not currently 
offer a degree program specific 
to UAS, the college is working 
on fine tuning the curriculum for 
such, and does implement the use 
of drones in several programs, 
including the utility technology 
classes. 

Additionally, an associate's de­
gree in marine technology, with 
the use of underwater robotics 
drones, is available. 

According to Dawson, the UAS 
program is evolving and an initial 
group of students received their 
first block of instruction in this 
field last week. The instruction 
will be bro~ht to utility technol-
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MOVING FORWARD -Three Alpena Community College (ACC) 
staff members have passed the Federal Aviation Administration 
drone pilot certification test. Their skills will be used to help stu­
dents obtain the same license, as well as fine tune what is needed to 
offer an unmanned aerial systems degree to enrollees who attend 
both the Alpena and Oscoda c·ampuses of ACC. As part of this, the 
college has acquired a mobile command and control unit, seen here, 
from which to conduct training. 
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ogy students in the near future, 
which will include going out into 
the field for hands-on lessons . 

Dawson noted that it wi ll be 
a huge thing to have on one's re­
sume if a utility technology grad­
uate also has a drone pilot certifi­
cation under his or her bell. 

He said ACC stude~ts could 
very well be on the cutting edge 
as some of the first individuals to 
have this particular license, which 
will only become more valuable 
in such fields as utility technology, 
the companies of v:hi~h will begin 
having drones in their vehicles as 
part of their regular equipment. 

Smith agreed, saying that he 
can also envision drones on the 
trucks. As a lineworker himsel( 
he can't even think of how many 
times a UAS would have been 
useful in his career to assess dam­
age and know what tools may be 
needed to correct a problem. 

Swampy areas or locations 
with downed trees can be tricky 
to navigate from the ground, but 
drones provide a clear view of 
problem areas, he said. 
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He added that Consumers En­
ergy is excited to hire ACC utility 
technology graduates who, with a 
UAS pilot license, will be able to 
contribute to the company right 
away. 

Stone shared that one four­
week class is currently being of­
fered at the Alpena campus of 
ACC. which is not for credit, in 
order to prepare students for the 
pi lot certification. 

She said the first class was a 
pilot course to make sure the ma­
terials, time and other elements 
were appr_opriate. Once the details 
are hashed out, future courses will 
be brought directly to the students 
at the Huron Shores campus in 
Oscoda and then to 'the public. · 

She said ACC is committed to 
having the drone lessons as a fix­
ture at the Oscoda branch, as well 
as the main campus. 

Dawson added that some 
Huron Shores enrollees have al­
ready attended short sessions with 
the other students, as just one 
chapter of the process to begin a 
full-on program available to all. 
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Because of ? previous 
TAACCCT grant, offered by 
the United States Department of 
Labor-Employment & Training 
Administration, Dawson and oth­
ers have been able to provide two­
day seminars and other lessons in 
the use of UAS to both students 
and community members . 

As part of the evolving ACC 
curriculum, MacMaster stated 
that the college has acquired a 
custom-made mobile command 
and control unit to add to the 
growing program. 

The van, equipped with all the 
latest technology, and from which 
students can fly drones, inspect 
utility lines and receive other 
training, was obtained primarily 
through a state grant via the Com­
munity College Skilled Trades 
Equipment Program. 

Sound financial adVice 
means only making 

, 'recommendations" that 
line vp with your goals 

,and· risk tolerance. 
··:::: .. 

Susan K. Vittitow 'Mark A. Shultz, AAMS" 
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor 
504 W. Lake Street 297 S. State Street 

Tawas City, Ml 48764 Oscoda, Ml 48750 
989-362-2463 989-739-5469 

waiter Watson and-MaryW"atson 
Trust to Michael Watson Trust, part 
of Section 19, T22N ROBE NW¼­
NW¼, Baldwin 1\vp. 

Danielle Ahmadieh to Glass 
Trust, Lot 586, Lakewood Shores 
Subdivision No. 7, Oscoda Twp. 

Rob'ert Osgood to David At­
kinson, Shannon Lahring-Atkin­
son, Lot 61 Lakewood Shores Golf 
Country Club, Oscoda Twp. 

Leroy Schutte Estate to Roy 
Schutte, part of Section 35 T2 l N 
ROSE SE¼, Burleigh Twp. 

Joseph Drogowski, Norma Fer­
nandez to Joseph Drogowski and 
Norma Fernandez Trust, Lot 27, 
Luce and McKays Indian Waters, 
Plainfield Twp. 
. Michael Wolff to Michael Wolff, 
Nancy Jameson, lots 12 and 14, Ol­
iver Woods, AuSable Twp. 

Frederick- and Kristina Rood to 
Kenneth Branham, Kurtis Branham, 
part of Section 34, T22N R07E­
SE¼-SW¼, Tawas City. 

Lesley Dyer to Jasmine Simon, 
part of Lot 9, Block 17, Plan of the 
Village of East Tawas. 

Keith Baker, Gerald Baker, Su­
san Baker to Anthony Ferguson, 
part of Section 9, T22N ROSE NE¼-

8, Oscoda wp. 
Fred and Sandra McDonald To 

Fabs , LLC., Lot 19 Sup Plat of East 
Brewster Park, Lot 20 Sup Plat of 
East Brewster Park, Oscoda Twp. 

Justine Briggs Trust to Edward 
Beckley, lots 4-8 of Block 5, Assc. 
Plat of O'Farrells Addition to the 
City of Whittemore , Whittemore. 

Jeffrey Bowers to Tammy Bow­
ers, Lot 85, Sand Lake Realty Com­
pany's Subdivision, Grant Twp. 

Tammy Bowers to Thomas and 
Diana Paoness, Lot 85, Sand Lake 
Reality Company's Subdivision , 
Grant Twp. 

Rosemary Spanski to Rosmar) 
Sponski Trust, Lot 10 Block 3 
Trustee Plat of Currys Add to City 
of East Tawas. 

Robert Jennings Jr. Esta~e to 
Ruth Jennings, part of Lot 36, The 
Pines, AuSable Twp. 

David Papas, Wendy Papas to 
Sarah Papas, Lot I, Block I, Plan of 
the Village of East Tawas. 

Dale and Jill Tomlinison to Da­
vid and Debra Holland, Lot 35, 
Elmwood Forest, part of Section 
36 T22N R07E N½-SW¼ and part 
of Govt. Lot 3. Section 36, T22N 
R07E, Tawas City. 
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