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by Karen Rouse· 
OSCODA - A meeting has 

been called for Wednesday, 
March 23 at the Oscoda United 
Methodist Church, regarding 
public health and cleanup ac­
tivities related to environment 
contamination stemming from 
the former Wurtsmith Air Force 
Base in Oscoda. An open house 
will take place from 2-4 p.m. 
and a community meeting will 
began at 6 p.m. 

Representatives of the Mich­
igan Department of Health and 
Human Services (MDDHS), 
District Health Department No. 
2 ( DHD2), Department of En­
vironmental Quality (MDEQ) 
and U.S. Air Force will be in at­
tendance to answer questions. 

In December 2015, the U.S. 
Air Force and MDEQ sampled 
private residential drinking 
water wells near the former 
Wurtsmith Air Force Base 
in Oscoda ·for perfluorinated 
chemicals (PFCs), following 
the discovery of PFCs in drink­
ing water wells within a mobile 
home park near the former mili­
tary base. 

Although the health depart­
ment would not reveal the loca­
tion of wells tested, it has since 
been learned that these are in 
Rose Lane Trailer Court, near 
the "back gate" to the f9rmer 
base. 

PFCs are chemicals that are 
used in fire-fighting foams; non­
stick _(Teflon) manufacturing, 

electroplating, and textiles. The 
chemicals are of concern -be­
cause they stay in the environ­
ment for a long time and enter 
the food chain, which may result 
in health hazards to humans. 

Denise Bryan, DHD2 ad­
ministrative health officer, said 
it is her job to make sure that 
residents within her district get 
the attention they need. After 
receiving well test results, she 
aid she reached out to Christina 

Bush, a toxicologist at MDHHS 
to learn what the results meant 
and if it was safe for human 
consumption. 

The DEQ results revealed 
that detected levels of toxins 
fell below Environmental Pro-

See UPDATE, Page 7A 

Oscoda water bills will 
change, but not bottom line 
by Jenny Haglund 

OSCODA- Changes in water 
meter reading for these in Osco­
da Township will begin with the 
billing cycle initiating April 25, 
decided the Board of Trustees 
during their meeting on Monday. 

Officials, among other ac­
tion, voted unanimously to bill 
customers in units of 100 versus 
1,000 gallons. 

This will res1ilt in an increase 

always catch up, if you will, on not clear how much at this point. 
those readings the following Township Clerk Christine 
month," Stalker said. Carrasco reiterated that customer 

"However, at any given time bills won't necessarily be going 
in the system, it would also· seem up because of the change, but the 
pretty obvious that there is an ap- move will assist with accounting 
parent water loss embedded, in for the water which is just sitting 
that you've delivered the water there, as she put it. 
into the system, but anything less She said she is often asked 
than 1,000 on any meter hasn't why there is fluctuation in bills, 
been billed for. So that shows up such as those who say they were 
as a loss in our calculations." he. charnecl for 4.000 PallnM of tvl'l-

ACC course aims to fill local jobs 
by Jenny Haglund 

OSCODA - A new program, 
laboratory and instructor will 
all be introduced to the Huron 
Shores (HUSH) campus of Al­
pena Community College (ACC) 
this fall. 

The Oscoda branch of ACC, 
located on the former Wurtsmith 
Air Force base, wi-ll be host to 
an updated industrial technology 
certificate program, which will 
be of particular benefit to local 
students who wish to remain in 
the area. 

While the program has been 
in place for some time at the 
main campus in Alpena, this is 
the first technical program Hu­
ron Shores has. ever had, said 
Nancy Seguin, dean of students. 

The program is designed to 
aid students in obtaining em­
ployment into entry-level posi­
tions in industry and manufac­
turing. Courses will include 
basic knowledge of a variety of 
necessary skills to attain and 
maintain employment in today's 
industrial workforce. 

Jon Fox, who grew up in Mil­
lington but currently resides in 
West Branch, is new to ACC and 
will be serving as the industrial 
technology instructor. 

He explained how the updat­
ed program differs from previ­
ous offerings, saying, ''I'd like to 
think that there's a lot more sub-

. stance to what we're presenting 
here. There's going to be a lot of 
hands-on involved." 

He added that a few courses 
have been changed and welding, 
which has never been offered at 
HUSH, will also be a require­
ment. 

"We're really looking to cater 
to local industry, as far as repre­
senting their processes and their 
manufacturing techniques. So a 
lot of what you'll see in our labs 
will reflect what's on the manu­
facturing floors here at Phoenix 
Composite, the composite shop 
arKalitta and some of the other 
places," said Fox, referencing a 
couple of the businesses also lo-

See JOBS, Page 13A 
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INSTRUCTOR - Jon Fox will 
be leading the industrial tech­
nology program at the Oscoda 
branch of Alpena Community 
College, which is the first of its 
kind at the campus. 
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cated on the former base. 

According to Seguin, what is 
really important to note, is that 
this is a one-year certificate pro­
gram. "So students who go full­
time for two whole semesters can 
get the certificate at the end of two 
semesters, that's one year, and go 
to work." 

She said this is ideal for those 
students graduating high school 
who, at this point in their life, may 
not want to go on to a four-year 
university, but know that they have 
to do something and would like to 
be gainfully employed. 

Seguin added that an entry 
level position in industry will of­
fer better pay and benefits than a 
lot of the other options out there, 
especially for someone just start­
ing post high school life. 

Electrical studies for trades, 
technical math, introduction to 
welding, advanced welding, hy­
draulic and pneumatic power, 
job search strategies and applied 
blueprint reading are some of the 
classes interested students will be 
expected to take in order to com­
plete the' program. 

"We have a CAD [computer­
aided design] class that will be 
3-D," added Fox. 

"Even the math classes will be 
as much hands on as we can pos­
sibly make them," he said. "We're 
equipping a test lab, basically, that 
will have all kinds of measuring 
equipment; for instance, an optical 
comparator, a coordinate measur­
ing machine [and] a dynamic load 
frame, so we'll be able to do mate­
rials testing on that sort of thing." 
The math instructor, he added, 
will be able to access this as well, 
further reinforcing the academic 
aspect. 

"All students are going to go 
through a safety program," he 
continued. "Everv orocess that we 

find work in a variety of fields, 
from welding to the automotive 
and aircraft industries. 

"And this is a real good time 
because the aircraft industry is ex­
periencing [somewhat] of a shift in 
the fleets right now. Their compa­
nies are buying the airplanes and 
getting rid of the old ones," said 
Fox. 

"So places like Boeing, they're 
doing a lot of things with compos­
ites, other than building airplanes 
right now. They're building parts. 
The companies that are buying the 
old planes, such as Kalitta, they're 
modifying those airplanes to do 
something else with them, so that 
is heavily composite based. And 
that's just the aircraft industry," he 
pointed out. 

'This is actually the perfect 
field for any entrepreneur that has 
a product they want to develop. 
This is just the most perfect, indi­
vidual entrepreneur sort of thing 
that there is," Fox contends. 

A new lab is being constructed 
on the campus, wherein the stu­
dents will take part in the hands­
on lessons, and it will be situated 
in a former classroom which is 
currently undergoing a number of 
renovations to properly accommo­
date the needs of the program. 

"Our lab will have some pretty 
high-end composites equipment, 
including an autoclave," Fox 
shared. 

He noted that, essentially, ev­
erything which will be available 
will be run by programmable 
logic controllers. "We have the 
ability to pretty much program 
everything that we're doing, so it 
really represents what is currently 
in manufacturing right now." 

The new space will also be 
equipped with a drill press, metal 
cutting band saw, coordinate mea­
surine machine. nortahle weld-

"I know, just in the composites 
part, we spent about $150,000, I 
think," said Fox. 

"We received $2.5 million," 
said Seguin,. who pointed out only 
a fraction of this will be needed 
for the industrial tech program, to 
cover such expenses as the equip­
ment and laboratory construction. 
The rest will be dispersed for other 
course needs at ACC. 

Fox said that staff is counting 
on and anticipating high participa­
tion in the new program. 

"To evidence that, Alcona High 
School is sending a contingent 
of dual-enrolled students," said 
Seguin. 

Those who are interested in the 
technology field will be bussed 
to the campus and, according to 
Seguin, it will take them four 
semesters to earn the certificate 
which, with the technical math I 
and II requirements, will suffice 
for the Michigan Merit Curricu­
lum math portion. 

"These students will not only 
graduate with their high school· 
diploma, they will also have a col­
lege certificate, in addition, which, 
I think is huge," Seguin comment­
ed. "They can go right to work 
if they want to, right out of high 
school." 

She said she is assuming, based 
on a preliminary guess, that there 
will be approximately 10 Alcona 
students initially taking part in the 
program and she hopes there will 
be more, also from other districts, 
in the future. 

The work ethic and attention 
to detail is needed here, Fox said. 
"And those things, gained at an 
early age, are going to stay for the 
rest of a person's work life. 

"We're also dealing with other 
schools and we'll eventually have 
classes that other schools will be 
oarticinatine in as well." said Fox. 

. Photo by Jenny Haglund 
HIGH TECH - This pneumatic trainer will be used for program­
ming pneumatic or hydraulic circuits by students who enroll in the 
new industrial tech program at Alpena Community College. It is 
one of several pieces of high-end equipment to be featured in the 
classroom lab, which is currently being reconstructed to suit the 
needs of the program. 

"They predominantly want to semester, which is when the indus­
hire within the area - people that trial tech program classes begin, 
are used to this culture, because will star _t on Wednesday, March 
then-they know they'll stay. The 30 and last through the first week 
winters don't scare them off and in August. 
the small town vibe doesn't scare Registration will pick back 
them off; they like it, that's why up the week before school starts, 
they really want to hire from with­ which is Monday, Aug. 29, but 
in the area," said Seguin. "That's Seguin urges those who will be 
why if we can get them skilled, seeking financial aid to begin their 
this i�a wi;1-w!n for t�e employee, paperwork now.. � . . . 



through a safety program," he cutting band saw, coordinate mea­ classes that other schools �ill be why if we can get them skilled, 
this is a win-win for the employee, 

seeking financial aid to begin their 

oscodatownshipmi.qov. 

continued. "Every process that we 
cover will have associated safety, 
so that is a primary concern." 

Fox said the manufacturing 
processes class is in curricular 
committee ·at the moment and a 
lab component will be added to the 
course which will not only cover 
a variety of the basics but, spe­
cifically, will emphasize processes 
and technologies in the local area 
which, at this point, means heavily 
composites. 

"We will be doing different 
composites, forming and mold­
ing, but we'll do a huge amount 
of repairs as well, and that's what 
industry, locally, tells us that we 
need," said Fox. 

With this type of certificate, a 
student could go on to employment 
in a number of fields, such as weld­
ing or computer numerical control 
(CNC) programming, which a host 
of different composites-related oc­
cupations will represent, including 
open and closed mold lay up. 

"A composite is the combina­
tion of two materials that make 
the finished product better than 
either one individually. Generally 
it consists of a fiber of some sort 
and a matrix that holds it together; 
binds it together," Fox explained. 
"So when you think of fiber glass 
or epoxy resin composites, they 
start with some sort of a fiber and 
then the strength is added by bind­
ing those together with a resin of 
some sort. 

"Boats are composites, air­
planes are composites; technically, 
your car is a composite," he pro­
ceeded. "We think of composites 
as being usually a fiber glass resin 
and a cloth or epoxy resin compos­
ite, but there are a variety of other 
things as well." 

suring machine, portable weld­
ing booths, two CNC machines, 
a compression molding press and 
work benches, complete with large 
screen monitors on the walls. 

"We'll have a dynamic load 
frame, which is a very high tech 
pie_ce of equipment," Fox said, 
adding that this even makes the 
Phoenix and Kalitta employees 
smile. 

Several of the items are on site 
now, while staff is awaiting the de­
livery of the rest, some of which 
is being stored at the Alpena cam­
pus. 

There will only be a few piecs 

es of stationary equipment and 
the remainder will be on wheels, 
so much can be done in a some­
what limited space. The .items 
can be pushed to one area of the 
classroom, when needed, or taken 
across the hall to a storage area. 

"When this is all done it will 
be a modern, high tech lab," Fox 
assured. 

And he will be bringing with 
him the credentials needed to 
teach in such an advanced facil­
·ity. 

"I am an insomniac with a 
workshop at home. I'm a hands-on 
person. I have some background in 
industry, including the auto indus­
try [and] some construction,'.' he 
shared. 

"I do have experience in the 
classroom, about 14� years to­
tal, both college and secondary," 
added Fox, who holds a bachelor's 
degree in technology education. 

participating in as well," said Fox. 
In addition to this, if students 

want to pursue greater g0als, they 
can apply some of their experi­
ence toward obtaining an associ­
ate's degree. Because some of the 
classes which would already be 
completed, this would save the 
students money, in terms of the 
costs associated with each credit. 

"If they went up to Alpena to 
finish another year they could get 
an associate's degree, in addition 
to the certificate," said Seguin. 

So what does all this mean, in 
particular, for those living in and 
around Iosco County, especially 
those who wish to remain in the 
area? 

"One thing that's really struck 
me is, I look at businesses here 
and these people tend to hang on 
to employees pretty well around 
here, for one thing. Another thing 
is, I live in West Branch - you 
don't find entry level jobs in man­
ufacturing starting with the pay 
that they're paying here. It's $3, $4 
or $5 more an hour, usually, what 
they're paying starting employ­
ees," said Fox. 

"And on top of that, places like 
Kalitta advance their own people," 
he said, recalling a recent visit to 
the facility, in which the tour guide 
pointed out an employee who 
started out in the painting room 
and is now running a CNC plasma 
cutter to cut engine seals. 

"I really think that they take 
care of their employees, based on 
what I've seen," said Fox, of area 
industrial employers. 

He said he met with a human 
resources worker at one local 
company who commended the 

ACC program, saying it's a 
good thing this is happening, be­
cause the business was getting to 

new 

he point where it needed to open 
ts own school. 

as well as for the employer." 
She said the program will be 

great for the community and, es­
pecially with the economy being 
what it is, people looking for jobs 
have to be skilled. 

"You have to have something; 
some type of paper or credentials 
behind you to get almost any sort 
of work," she stressed, noting that 
employers often hire those with 
some training or college courses 
under their belt ahead of those 
with no background. 

Registration for the ACC fall 

paperwork now. 
New enrollees must attend a 

student orientation, the details of 
which, aiong with other school 
information, can be found on the 
ACC website at www.alpenacc. 
edu. 

The HUSH campus is located 
at 5800 Skeel Ave. and Fox, who 
said he would be more than will­
ing to speak with prospective stu­
dents, can be reached at 989-358-
7441 or foxj@alpenacc.edu. 

Charter Township of Oscoda 
Planning Commission 

PUBLIC NOTICE - PUBLIC HEARING 
To the residents of the Charter Township of Oscoda: 
Please be notified that there will be a public hearing of the 

Planning Commission; Charter Township of Oscoda, Iosco 
County, Michigan in the Township Board Room, 208 S. S.tate 
Street, at 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 4, 2016. 

Nature of Public Hearing: .. 
The Planning Commission has proposed a rev1s1on to 

Ordinance 165. This Public Hearing will include a reading of 
and action by the Board on the revision listed below: 

Section 8.3.3 Variances 
This applicable excerpt and revision of the Township Zoning 

Ordinance is available for public review in the office of the 
Zoning Administrator in the Township Hall, 110 S. State Street, 
Oscoda. Phone 989-739-9019. 

Written comments concerning this revision may be sent to 
the Zoning Administrator, Charter Township of Oscoda, 110 
S. State Street, Oscoda, Ml 48750, or via e-mail at zoning@ 

"Part of what makes me con­
fident is the network of contacts 
that I've developed over time. I've 
learned from everybody, including 
my students. So I think that's what 
makes me qualified, before the de­
gree," he said. 

This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings 
Act, Public Act 1976, as amended, MCL41.72(2) and (4), and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

The Oscoda Township Planning Commission will provide 
necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the meeting or public hearing upon five days notice 
to the Planning Commission. To simplify, Seguin said, the . 

large circular object which forms 
around a jet engine, for example, 
is a composite. "If that was broke 
and cracked, they would take that 
and this class would teach them 
how to fix it. You learn how to 
mold and work with the material." 

In other words, a student could 

In order to fund the new en­ t
deavor, a grant was awarded to the i
school through the Trade Adjust­
ment Assistance Community Col­
lege and Career Training Grant 
Program, offered by the U.S. De­
partment of Labor Employment 
and Training Administration. 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Oscoda Township Zoning Administrator by 
writing or calling the following: 

Zoning Department "Anecdotally, I'm hearing of all 
kinds of jobs in local companies," 
said Fox, adding that several man­
ufacturing plants, for instance, are 
presently on the hunt for people 
with basic skills. 

Charter Township of Oscoda 
110 S. State St. 
Oscoda, Ml 48750 
989-739-9019 

mailto:foxj@alpenacc.edu
www.alpenacc



